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Isn’t It Obvious?
Pastor Reuben Schmitz, Alpha Board member

 ur faith as Christians seems so obvious to us. We know that God loves us and watches 
over us. We know that Jesus, our Savior, died for us and rose again. We know that by faith 
we have a place in God’s family and kingdom and that our hope in Jesus is for this life and 

for all eternity. If we are lifelong Christians, it is likely that we have known these things since we 
were little children. It can seem so obvious to us that we wonder why it isn’t just as obvious to 
everyone else.

We can forget that our faith is a special gift of God. We aren’t in God’s family because we are 
better than others or because we are more deserving than others. We are only there because of 
God’s grace and mercy.

As a result, there are a lot of people who don’t know Jesus like we do, who don’t share the faith 
that we have, who simply can’t believe that God could love them so much. That Jesus—God 
Himself—would willingly choose to die in their place, that heaven is a free gift and there is nothing 
they need to do to earn it, just doesn’t make any sense to them. It is as St. Paul writes, “For the 
message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it 
is the power of God.” (I Corinthians 1:18)

God has given each of us Christians the task of living as an example of Christian faith, sharing 
the Word with those who need to hear it and as Christians. We are His priests, His messengers, 
the salt of the earth and the light of the world. Others will see God living in us.

That is why the work of the Alpha Center is so important. It is our goal that everyone that comes 
to us for help also hears the gospel of Jesus. Hundreds of 
times each year, we have opportunities to witness, to 
share, to teach and to encourage. God is working through 
us to help bring a knowledge of God to others who need to 
hear it. 

This, too, is obvious. As Christians, we don’t just have a 
faith in Jesus. We live our faith. May God give each of us to 
find ways to live by our faith and to serve as an example to 
all who need to see it.
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Our thanks to Pastor Reuben Schmitz for his 
devotional words of reminder that we hold a 
special gift in both our hearts and hands— 
hands that should be reaching out to share 
this gift of salvation whenever possible. 
Thanks to God for willing hearts!

Special thanks to Janice Melcher, Jan 
Georgson, Nancy Schmitz and a dedicated 
crew of Ice Cream Social volunteers for 
another blessed fellowship and fundraising 
event on July 13 at St. Mark Watertown. The 
event raised almost $4,000 as it served over 
300 lunches and over 200 desserts.

Past and advance thanks to the Jefferson 
County Board of Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans. The Board approved 
supplemental funds for both the Social as well 
as our upcoming Silent Auction and Banquet 
planned for Oct. 18. We have also been the 
recipient of Giving Plus gifts from donors who 
turn in paperwork to Thrivent! Never hesitate 
to call our treasurer Erv Huebner with 
questions about how you can add to your 
offering to our ministry as a Thrivent member.

We have recently been blessed with the 
following tributes and memorials:
In Honor of Marcella Huebner's 80th birthday 
from Erv & Gloria Huebner
In memory of Walter Fenz from Luanna Fenz
In memory of Esther Schuetze from Armin & 
Kay Schuetze
In honor of her four grandchildren 
—Samantha, Braden, Cassidy & Caleb—from 
Lynn Zastrow
In memory of Kasey Kuehl from Pam Kuehl
In Honor of Kay Schuetze's 81st birthday from 
husband Armin
In Honor of Frank Huebner's 80th birthday from 
Erv & Gloria Huebner
In memory of Carol Lynn R Rusch from 
husband James
In memory of Jerome Kieselhorst from Drew & 
Heidi Willems

Volunteers news
Welcome to receptionist Delores Fredrick (St. Paul 
Ixonia) and fond farewells to receptionists Gert 

Maertz and Kathy Eickmann. We 
join our prayers for God’s strength 
and comfort as several volunteers 
deal with sickness and caregiving 
roles within their families: Carol 
Berner with her mom, Ann 
Mittelstadt and Linda Werbelow 
with their husbands, Sharon 

Greenwald with her sister, Erv Huebner with wife 
Gloria. Bless their servants’ hearts as they live their 
beliefs that Life is precious at every stage. The 
Alpha Center encourages each reader to consider 
volunteering for a role with the Center. We are in 
need of new volunteers to keep this ministry 
thriving! Please, if you should feel a tug in your 
own heart, never hesitate to contact the Center or 
Kim Winters directly for more info.

Wish List
Occasionally we are asked what 
the Center is in need of, so we try 
to keep a current wish list that 
anyone is more than 
welcome to supply! 
These are typically 
things for which we 
have ongoing use, so 
multiples are welcome.

• NIV Bibles

• office supplies, 
especially toilet paper, hot cocoa 
mix, HP ink cartridges #56 & 57, a 
paper cutter, postcard stamps

• disposable wipes 

• gently used playpens (ideally 
pack & carry) and cribs

• For Library: People’s Bible books 
Matthew, Mark, Luke & John

We give away clothes for children from birth to 
toddler size 4. All we ask is that they be clothes you 
would be proud to put on your own children--they 
don't need to be new! Donations can be dropped off 
at the center during our office hours. Any questions, 
contact Nancy Schmitz at 920-253-8984.
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News from in and around the Center
Keep those prayers coming for the babies—seen & unseen

 Last newsletter we shared that there has been a sharp increase in pregnancy testing being done at the Center 
this year—for the most part, that trend has continued throughout the year. We have also seen a number of new 
babies from mamas who visited us while pregnant—always a blessing! Then, more 
recently—in another quite unusual trend for our center here in Watertown—our counselors 
and hotliners have recently been in positions to witness to abortion-minded individuals who 
came in or called the Center thinking we refer for abortions. Know that in more than one of 
these situations, these are WELS members who are seeking abortions. Please pray for our 
volunteers who wish to be the Lord’s mouthpiece in these critical situations. Pray for His mercy 
on these little souls, pray for penitence on the part of these abortive mothers, and then the 
courage to seek help for the aftermath of what they seem to be headed for. And never rest 
easy thinking that soul in the pew next to yours doesn’t need to be encouraged with His 
words on Life. Ask questions, get educated, get vocal, pray without ceasing.

PRO-LIFE ANSWERS TO PRO-CHOICE QUESTIONS - Ron Uhlhorn, Alpha Life Board member

Many of you know that our Alpha Life Resource Center has a library of books available to 
even be checked out. Recently I have been reading a book called Pro-Life Answers to Pro-
Choice Questions.  It is really very good and has made me stop and think or realize that I 
did not know some of the facts cited. What follows is a brief summary as an example.

On pages 101–102 the book deals with this thought: “I personally am opposed to abortion, 
but I feel others can choose for themselves. I would not be opposed to that.” It is an idea 
that we often hear expressed, and is sometimes expressed by people running for public 
office. The book answers with these thoughts. It is not really true that a person can be 
opposed to abortion personally and yet feel pro-choice is also an option. If we truly are 
opposed to abortion on the basis of God’s Word than any life that is terminated is wrong no 

matter who may feel it is all right for them to do so. Nor is the statement really honest, the author of the books 
says. It is somewhat like saying, “I am personally opposed to abusing children, but if my neighbor feels it is all right, 
then he should have that choice.” Very few, if any people, would ever say that. And yet in both cases a life is at 
stake. All life is valuable and is given by God, who sent His Son as the Savior for all people.  

Profiles of our Board of Director members 
At each annual meeting in January, the voters present elect a certain number of 
people to our Board of Directors. We thought it might be interesting to introduce the 
men who are presently serving. Some of them are serving for the first time, but in 
many cases they have served in the past – perhaps more than once. All of them are 
volunteers for this position. They meet each month on the 2nd Monday and not only 
discuss the financial matters and care of our building but above all show deep 
concern for our mission and ministry of life. 

Now we’d like you to meet our Board Chairman, Steve Georgson. 

Steve first came to the Board in 2001, appointed to fill a vacancy. In addition to 
completing that term he is now he is now in his second three year term. For the past 
year and a half he has been serving as Board chairman. 

Steve works for WE Energies week days and is an active member of St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Church of Ixonia. He and his wife, Janice, live at rural Watertown. The 
Georgsons have 4 children: Seth, who is beginning his first year at Wisconsin 

Lutheran Seminary this year; Amy, who is a senior at Martin Luther College; Kathy who is a sophomore at Martin 
Luther College and Scott who is a senior at Luther Preparatory School. Thank you, Steve, for your faithful service. 
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Return Service Requested

Banquet/Silent Auction • Saturday October 18
Join us for our third annual silent auction and banquet fundraiser 
that just keeps getting more fun each year! Beginning with a 
wine and cheese reception, there are over 100 items up for 
auction, a delish catered meal and wonderful entertainment. See 
enclosed flyer for more details—reserve your place now by 
calling 261-9207 or e-mailing office @ alphalifecenter.org

National CLR Convention • Saturday Nov. 15
Our National affiliate—Christian Life Resources, who publishes 
the magazine Clearly Caring—is celebrating its silver anniversary 
this year. As part of this celebration, the annual convention is on 
track to be a powerful, inspirational event, with well-known 
speakers (see enclosed flyer for details) very close to home at 
the Country Springs Hotel off the interstate in Pewaukee! Call     
1-800-729-9535 for more info or to register.

Looking for a speaker?
Our chapter has speakers available to address your group on 
several topics, including the work of the Alpha Center, the state 
of pro-life, talking to children on pro-life and/or chastity, end of 
life issues, sharing Jesus. Contact the Center via phone or e-mail 
to inquire about topics and/or availability.
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